STRESS-FREE
VISA!

Ace your visa interview with confidence!




We find ourselves wanting and yearning to travel
for school, business or just to have an adventure;
but unfortunately, many visa applications get

rejected.

One important step in getting your visa approved
is acing your visa interview and that’s why we've

created this e-book.

For whatever reason you might want to travel, our
goal is to ensure that you know everything about

smashing your visa interview!

We've also compiled handy checklists to guide you
through the process for both tourist and work visas

to the UK, Canada, and Schengen Areas!



Disclaimer: While we strive to provide accurate
and helpful information, Wakawaka Doctor is
Not an Immigration Expert. The information
provided in this ebook should not be taken as a
substitute for professional immigration advice.
Immigration laws and regulations are complex
and constantly evolving, so, we highly
recommend that you consult with a qualified
immigration attorney for personalized
guidance and support specific to your

situation.



Part 1: Introduction to Visa

Applications and Interviews

The first step to acing your visa application is
understanding the different types of visas, the interview

process and mastering the art of interviewing.




Chapter 1

Understanding Visas — The Different
Types, Purposes and Eligibility Criteria

When you think of a visa, think of a document that
says,

“Hey! You can enter, stay or leave this country.”

It's simply an official document which states that
the bearer is allowed to leave, stay or enter into a
foreign country for a specific period.

There are different types of visas you can acquire
and understanding them is necessary for you to
know which best aligns with your needs and
intentions. This will help you to make the right
decisions and choose the most appropriate option
that suits your specific purpose.



Some Common Visa Types

Tourist/Travel Visa: Tourist or travel visas are
intended for people visiting a country for
sightseeing or leisure. This type of visa only allows
you to stay for a specific period - ranging from a
few days to months.

Business Visa: Business visas are designed for
business-related purposes — they allow you to
undertake business activities in the country without
joining the labour market.

Student Visa: This is a non-immigrant visa
designed for students who wish to pursue
educational opportunities in another country. It
permits you to study for a while at a recognized
academic institution.

Work Visa: These are visas that are acquired by
individuals who have secured employment in
another country. They allow individuals to legally
work for a specific employer as they are linked to a
specific company or job most of the time.



Eligibility Criteria

Next, you should be aware that each visa type has
certain eligibility criteria which must be met to ace
your application. They may include:

e Financial Requirements: AImost every visa
application will require you to show proof of
your financial stability to be sure that you are
supported during your stay.

e Age: Visa types like retirement visas and youth
mobility visas have age restrictions. You have to
be a certain age for your application to be
successful. For example, the age limit for a
work visa in Qatar is between 18 and 60 years.

¢ Employment Offer: For a successful work visa
application, your job offer must be confirmed
by an employer in the country of choice
alongside other documents that prove your
qgualifications.

e Purpose of Visit: Another eligibility criteria is
your purpose of visit which should align with
the objectives of whatever visa type you are

applying for.



Chapter 2

The Interview Process — What to
Expect, Format Variations and Key
Factors

After completing your visa application, you will be
called upon for a visa interview by the destination
country.

A visa interview is usually conducted at the
embassy or consulate by a consular officer. The
major reason for an interview is to assess your
intention for the visa, your eligibility and evaluate
risk factors.

The format of the interview depends on the
destination country and the type of visa you are
applying for. Also, the length of the interview can
range from a couple of minutes to several hours.



Common Questions Asked During
a Visa Interview

¢ Why do you want to travel to your destination
country?

e Do you have a criminal record?

e How long will you be staying?

e Will you return to your home country after your
stay?

¢ \What is your job or occupation?

e Do you have friends or family in the country you
are visiting?

e Where will you stay?

¢ Why do you want to visit X country at this
particular time?

e |f you are employed currently, do you have proper
leave from your job during this period?

¢ Will you be travelling with another person?

The key to a successful visa interview is to be truthful,
concise and clear. We will be teaching you how best

to do so in the following paragraphs.



The Importance of Preparation - Mindset

Your mindset plays a major role in affecting your visa
application and experience. So, having a positive
mindset and thinking the right thoughts play a
crucial role in being successful.

Many visa applications have been rejected for
different reasons but you should never think that you
will fall into that category. Instead, think of people
who aced their applications and interviews and strive
to fall into that category.

How to Keep a Positive Mindset

e Visualize Success: The best way to become
successful is to see and think of yourself as
successful. Imagine yourself acing your visa
application, interview and acquiring your visa.
Visualize it till it's real.

¢ Focus on the Present: You should focus more on
completing every step of your visa application and
interview process rather than worrying about the
future.



¢ Be Patient: Good things come to those who
wait. Acquiring a visa can be a long and stressful
process. Learn to trust this process, maintain
patience and keep a positive attitude
irrespective of any challenges.

e Manage Stress: The process will no doubt be a
stressful one, but relaxation techniques like
meditation can ease the frustration.

¢ Celebrate Each Victory: As you progress in this
process, remind yourself to celebrate every
achieved victory, no matter how small it may
seem. Try buying or cooking yourself your
favourite meal to keep you in good spirits!

Mastering the Art of Interviewing -
Preparing for an Interview

Getting prepared for a visa interview is surely the
beginning of a new thing that can lead to great
opportunities but this does not rule out the nerves
that you might get during this process.

When you master the art of interviewing, you can
present your case to the consular officer with
honesty and confidence.



Communication Skills - Speaking
Confidently, Concisely and Honestly

Use straightforward language when speaking.
Practice giving concise and direct answers to
common visa interview questions.

Outline the important points you want to pass
across and focus on them. This will help you to
avoid unnecessary digressions.

Speaking Truthfully. No matter how tough the
guestions may seem, you should always answer
truthfully. Note that providing false information
can lead to dire consequences like getting
banned.

So, if you are unaware of the answer to a particular
guestion, be honest about it. Do not make up a
response on the spot. Do not exaggerate your
qualifications. Be concise about what you are
capable of and show documents to prove it.



Body Language and Non-Verbals -
Projecting a Positive and
Trustworthy Image

Your body language has to do with your facial
expressions, posture, gestures, eye contact, and
other important cues. Visa interviews are all about
making a positive impression on the consular
officer so your non-verbal cues and body
language are very important as they help to
convey a trustworthy image.

So, for you to positively influence the interviewer's
perception of you, you should:

¢ Maintain a good posture and make eye
contact with your interviewer. It helps to
convey credibility and signify engagement.

e Facial expressions. It is your first impression
with the consular officer as well as your last so
make it count. Smiling will help to set a
friendly tone for the interview and convey
approachability. But of course, keep the smiles
to a minimal level as it may be perceived as
unserious or insincere.



e Controlling your nerves. Be aware of any nervous
habits you have like biting your nails, tapping your
fingers or your foot, playing with your hair, and so
on. Nervous habits will portray uncertainty and
anxiety so you should be mindful. You can also
practice relaxation techniques beforehand.

¢ Make use of open body language. Open body
language includes making sure your hands are
not crossed but visible for the interviewer to see
and avoiding fidgeting or playing with your
fingers. You do not want to portray nervousness,
rather, you want to show to the interviewer that
you are open and honest.

Handling Difficult Questions - Staying
Calm, Clarifying Queries and Avoiding
Over-Explaining

You will likely be faced with difficult questions during
a visa interview no matter how well you prepare. You
need to know how best to handle situations like this
as this also serves as a determining factor to acing
your interview.

So, how best can you navigate difficult questions
during a visa interview? You must stay calm, clarify
the question if you did not initially understand it, and
try to avoid over-explaining.



e Stay Calm: The first thing you need to do if you
are asked a difficult question is to not let it throw
you off course. Maintain your calm demeanor
and take a moment to breathe and collect your
thoughts before answering the question. This will
help you to go over the question in your head for
another minute or two.

¢ Clarifying Queries: It is completely okay to clarify
a question if you did not understand it the first
time. You should politely ask the interviewer to
clarify or repeat the question, and then collect
your thoughts before answering. This way, you
are well aware of the answer to the question and
not settling for something random because you
did not understand.

¢ Try Not To Over-Explain: One of the best ways to
answer interview questions is to do so in a direct
manner. You should keep your answers concise
and straight to the point. So, try not to ramble
about unimportant things and focus on key
points only. You do not want to raise suspicions
about your responses or cause confusion.



¢ Pay Close Attention to the Interviewer: Ensure
that you are paying close attention to the
interviewer and you are fully engaged in the
interview. This way, you will find it easy to
understand the questions asked and tailor your
answers appropriately.

¢ Preparation is Important: Once again, preparation
is key. Making a list of potentially difficult questions
and practising answering these questions multiple
times will increase your confidence as well as your
ability to take on difficult questions.



Part 2: Answering Common
Visa Interview Questions

As stated in Part 1, there are common questions
you will encounter during a visa interview.
Knowing how to answer these common
qguestions will positively impact your visa

application process.




Why Do You Want to Travel to X Country? -
Articulating your Goals Clearly and
Convincingly for Different Visa Types

The essence of this question is to ensure that your
reasons for wanting to travel align with the visa
category you applied for.

For example, applying for a tourist visa means that
you are only travelling to the destination country
for leisure or sightseeing purposes.

So, adding business activities like attending board
meetings to your reasons for travel after applying
for a tourist visa will place you at a disadvantage.

e Student Visa: If you are applying for a student
visa, your educational goals should be clearly
outlined - this could include applying to a
specific institution to pursue a certain degree.
Whatever your educational goals are should be
in line with your long-term career plans. You
should also show how knowledgeable you are
about the program that you want to study as
well as the institution you have chosen to apply
to.



For example - “My name is (input full name)
and | am seeking a student visa to pursue (input
name of course or degree) at (input name of
institution) to further my educational and
career goals.”

¢ Tourist Visa: For a tourist visa, you should
clearly state your intentions to visit the
destination country for tourism purposes.
This includes expressing your interest to try
new foods, explore new places, experience a
different culture, and so on. You could also
show your interest in certain places in the
destination country and how visiting those
places will fulfil your tourist goal.

For example:

“Iam applying for a tourist visa to (input
name of country). | plan to travel to (input
name of country/city) from (input start date)
to (end-date) for leisure and sightseeing
purposes.”




e Business Visa: When applying for a business
visa, articulate your business goals clearly and
convincingly. This could include your interest
in investment opportunities or visiting solely
because of a business meeting/conference.
Whatever the reason may be, you should
provide the necessary information about the
organization/company you will be working
with and how your partnership affects your
business growth positively.

For example:

“I am seeking a business visa to (input
name of destination country) to attend
conferences and establish partnerships to
further my business interests, goals and

collaborations”




e Work Visa: For a work visa, you should
clearly state the job that you have been
employed for and explain everything that
surrounds it including the company you wiill
be working for, the job position and how it all
contributes to your professional growth. Do
not forget to also state your skills and
qualifications and show that you are an asset
to the destination country.

For example:

“My name is (input full name) and | am
applying for a work visa to (input name of the
destination country) to fulfil a job offer (input
name of company) as (input job position/title),

contributing my skills to their workforce.”




Do You Have a Job or Occupation? -
Demonstrating Financial Stability and
Responsible Funding Sources

For this question, honesty is required as it will help
to establish your credibility and show that you are
financially capable of travelling. The consular
officer needs to be able to assess your financial
stability — if you have the funds to support yourself
throughout your stay without having to engage in
unauthorized work.

For example, if you are applying for a student visa,
you need to show proof of financial support as they
need to make sure that you are financially stable
before you can be granted a visa.

Here are some ways that you can demonstrate
that you are financially stable when asked this
question:

Personal Funding: One good way to answer this
guestion is to show the state of your finances and
how it can support you for the entirety of your trip.
This includes providing different financial
documents like your bank statements to prove
that you have adequate funds to cover your
accommodation, living costs, travel expenses, and
others.



Responsible Funding Sources: It is not enough for
you to be financially stable, your funding sources
must be legitimate. You should be able to prove that
the source(s) of your income are legitimate. This
could include a scholarship (if you are applying for a
student visa) or your employment. Ensure that you
also provide appropriate documentation as it will
help in proving that you are financially stable.

Sponsorship: If a sponsor will help to support you
financially throughout your stay, you should state
their information and the documents which indicate
their financial stability. You should also explain
clearly the relationship that you and your sponsor
share - they could be your parent or employer —and
show that they are willing to support you for the
entirety of your stay.



Will you Return to your Home
Country After Your Visit?

The consulate officer's major concern is whether
you can provide convincing reasons to return
home after their visa has expired.

Hence, you will be asked whether you have strong
ties to your home country as this will increase your
chances of returning home after your visit. These
strong ties could include family, employment, etc,,
commitments to your home country.

It is best that you provide evidence which shows
that you have certain commitments at home. Here
are some ways you can highlight these reasons
when being interviewed:

e A Stable Job/Career: If you have a stable job or
a career back home, you should highlight what
it is that you do and how committed you are to
it. You should show the kind of work that you
do and the interest you have in it. Also, talk
about any promotions, opportunities or career
advancements back home, if any, to show that
you have something to look forward to when
you return.



e Family/Relationships: Your family or relationship can
serve as a strong tie to your home country. You can
mention anyone back home who relies on your
support like your children. If there is no one like that,
you can emphasize how close you and your family
members are. Talk about how much you cherish the
relationship with your family and how much
interested you are in maintaining it.

e Property or Assets: If you have properties or assets
back home, you can include them as one of the
strong reasons why you want to return home.
Emphasize the importance of whatever it is that you
own and how your presence is needed when it
comes to their management. Also, talk about how
whatever it is that you own plays a major role in
contributing to the commitment you have for your
home country.

¢ Community Involvement: If you are actively
engaged in community activities, you can list this as
a tie to your home country. Talk about the
community activities that you are engaged in,
whether it is volunteer work or an organization, and
emphasize your commitment to them. To help your
case, you can add the things you have done to
improve your community and what you still plan to
do, if any.



What Are Your Travel Plans? -
Providing a Detailed and
Realistic Plan for your Stay

This question involves giving a rundown of your
travelling plans to the consulate officer and this
includes everything you plan to do during your
stay. Your travel plans should be detailed - it is
best to plan so you can tell what you will be doing
every day throughout your stay.

This majorly depends on the type of visa you will
be applying for. If it is a tourist visa, you can list the
places you will go. It is important to note that this
is one of the crucial aspects that consulate officers
often scrutinize; and by articulating your plans,
you can create a convincing case for your visa
application.

Here are some tips on how you can ace this
aspect of your interview.

Plan and Do Your Research: Before your visa
interview, conduct the necessary research about
your travel destination and use the information
obtained to create a detailed itinerary.



This should include the name of the city you will be
travelling to and how long you plan to stay, the
activities you have planned for your stay (you can
mention popular tourist landmarks that align with
your interest) and transportation information.
Ensure that all you have planned is feasible for the
time you will be staying.

e Transportation: You should provide a clear
outline of how you plan to transport yourself
throughout your stay. You could either book
train tickets or get a rental car if you prefer
driving yourself around. You might be asked to
provide evidence of your transportation
bookings so you should also prepare for that.

¢ Accommodation Booking: You should be able
to demonstrate that you have a place to stay
during your visit and you will not stay past your
visa period. So, show your accommodation
bookings for the entire duration of your stay.
This could be the details of your hotel bookings,
the address of a family member/friend or an
Airbnb booking. The consulate officer will check
to see that your accommodation bookings are
in sync with the stated travel dates.



¢ Financial Means: You should also be prepared
to show that you have sufficient funds to cover
your travel plans which could include
accommodation, daily activities and expenses.
For this, as already explained above, you will
provide proof of your financial stability such as
proof of income or bank statements.

¢ Planned Activities: When creating your travel
plans, the activities that you have an interest in
pursuing should cut it. Whether you plan to go
to a certain conference or attend a particular
cultural event, you will need to state your
interests and show how they align with the
purpose of your trip. It helps if you have
reservations for the event as this serves as
proof.

Talk About your Background and
Employment - Presenting your
Qualifications and Experiences

Professionally

During a visa interview, consulate officers usually
ask about your personal background and
employment history.

Questions like — do you have a criminal record?
And - what is your job or occupation? — are most
likely to be asked in this segment.



This helps to ensure that the applicant does not
pose a security or legal threat to the destination
country. Also, it helps to assess your experiences
and qualifications.

Here is how best you can professionally present this
information during your visa interview process:

e Provide a Brief Summary: The first thing you
should do is to provide a summary of your
background and this should include your name,
nationality, age and all other important
personal details. When giving this summary,
remember to only mention things that are
important to your visa application. Do not add
unimportant details to this introduction.

¢ Outline your Educational Qualifications: The
next step is to outline your educational
gualifications. This has to do with mentioning
the certificates, degrees and diplomas that you
have gotten. If you are applying for a student
visa, you should show how far you have gone in
your education and why you need to take this
next step alongside your grades and every other
necessary information. For a work visa, you
should show your educational qualifications
meet the requirements of the potential
employment.



e Talk about Any Relevant Experience: If you
have experience in a certain field — either a skill
or professional experience —and it aligns with
your purpose of travel, then you should state it.
For example, if you are applying for a business
visa and you have certain experience regarding
that business, you should state how your
experience makes you qualified to participate
in the business activities.

e Provide a Detailed Employment History: You
should show an outline of your employment
history in chronological order starting with the
current position you hold and then moving
backwards to past positions held. If there are
gaps in your employment history, explain the
reasons for this concisely and clearly. Your
reasons could be as a result of building a family
or furthering your education. Lastly, include
details like company names, job positions,
description of responsibilities and
achievements in your employment history.

¢ Highlight Commitment and Stability:
Another way to professionally present this
information is by highlighting your
commitment and stability to your career. If you
have any long-term professional achievements
or employment engagements, you should
emphasize that to show that you have a stable
employment history.
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General Checklist for Visa
Interview Preparation

Check the visa requirements you need for your
visa application.

Put together all the supporting documents
required by the embassy.

Familiarize yourself with what to expect and the
format variations of a visa interview. All you need
to know has been outlined in Chapter 2.

Review your visa application form to ensure that all
the information provided is up-to-date.

Put together all the necessary financial documents
that you need to prove you are financially
supported throughout your stay.

Check out the common questions listed above
and practice interview scenarios.

Dress neatly and professionally for your interview.

Make sure that you arrive at the emlbassy or
consulate earlier than your scheduled interview
time.

Remember to be confident, honest and polite.
Speak audibly and ensure that you answer and
politely ask questions.
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General Checklist for Schengen
Tourist Visa

Valid passport
Completed Schengen visit visa application form

Two photographs in line with the Schengen
requirements

Clear photocopies of the 1st and last page of the
passport (biodata)

Previous passports (if applicable)

Personal covering letter (original)

No Objection Letter

Travel Health Insurance covering emergency
medical, hospitalization, and in case of death,

repatriation

Flight reservation (there is no need to purchase a
plane ticket)

Evidence of financial sufficiency

Proof of accommodation for the entire period of
stay in the Schengen Area
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Checklist for Schengen Work Visa

Valid passport
Completed Schengen visit visa application form

Two photographs in line with the Schengen
requirements

Cover letter (original)
Travel Medical Insurance

Flight reservation (there is no need to purchase a
plane ticket)

Proof of financial means

Proof of accommodation

Proof of academic qualifications
Police Certificate

Employment contract

Work Permit

Flight reservation

Proof of Language Knowledge
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Checklist for Canadian Tourist
Visa

Valid passport or travel document

Completed application form

Two recent passport-sized photographs

Proof of travel plans (e.g., itinerary, flight bookings)
Proof of financial means

Proof of ties to your home country

Medical certificate

A letter of invitation from a Canadian host
Previous passports (if applicable)

Proof of a clean criminal record
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Checklist for Canadian Work Visa

Completed application forms

Proof of status in Canada (if applicable)

Family member's proof of status (if applicable)
Labour Market Impact Assessment (if applicable)
Written offer of employment (if applicable)

CV/ résumé

Marriage certificate (if applicable)

Certificat d'acceptation du Québec (CAQ) (if
applicable)

Proof that you meet the job requirements
Valid copy of your passport

Copy of education credential

Medical exam results (if requested)

Evidence of financial means to stay in Canada and
return to home country

Proof of payment for applicable government fees

Recent passport-sized photos
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Checklist for UK Tourist Visa

Valid passport

The dates you're planning to travel to the UK
Where you'll be staying during your visit
How much you think your trip will cost

Your current home address and how long you've
lived there

Your parents’ names and dates of birth (if known)

How much you earn in a year (if you have an
income)

Details of any criminal, civil or immigration
offences you may have committed

Details of your travel history for the past 10 years

The name and address of anyone paying for your
gle)

The name, address and passport number of any
family members you have in the UK

A certificate proving that you've had a tuberculosis
(TB) test if you're visiting for more than 6 months


https://www.gov.uk/tb-test-visa
https://www.gov.uk/tb-test-visa

